
VCPWN

Meeting
Calendar

Lo ca tion:
Wedgewood Ban quet Cen ter
5880 Olivas Park Dr. Ventura

Thursday, July 13
Zoe Taylor, Ventura Chamber of
Commerce CEO

Thursday, August 10
Networking & Silent Auction

Thursday, September 14 
Joyce Sherwood - Brain Gym

Net work ing be gins at 5:30 p.m. 
Din ner, with networking
continuing at 6:30
Pro gram 7:15
Ad journ 8:45

VCPWN Board of Directors
Meetings

All mem bers are wel come to
attend board meetings, and
Minutes are posted on the website 
at www.vcpwn.org:

Tuesday, July 25
Tuesday, August 22

Tuesday, September 26

Lo ca tion:
Cypress Place
1200 Cypress Point Lane, Ventura
Din ner and meet ing 6:00 p.m. 

Ventura County Professional Women’s Network July - September 2006

Pro mot ing the pro fes sional and per sonal growth of Ventura County women through ed u ca tion, mu tual sup port, and shar ing of resources

These dates are
closer than they 

ap pear!

MEMBER PROFILE 

Carol Powell
I grew up in Torrance, Cal i for nia in

the 50’s. It was a great time to be a kid, 
to grow up then. I feel very for tu nate
to have ex pe ri enced that sim pler and
safer time pe riod, with such great mu -
sic, now known as the Old ies but
Goodies!

I mar ried fairly young, di vorced af -
ter 12 years, and raised my three kids
in the Thou sand Oaks area of Ventura
County. They are all grown and mar -
ried now, with 5 chil dren be tween
them, mean ing I have five grand chil -
dren.

Af ter my di vorce, I was for tu nate to
work for 17 years for a ma jor de vel -
oper in Wood land Hills, where I built
my ca reer in com mer cial prop erty
man age ment. I even tu ally be came the
Se nior Man ager for the high rise de vel -
op ment known as Warner Cen ter
Prop er ties. It was like be ing the mayor
of a small city. We were all so proud of 
what we had cre ated, our ex cel lent
ten ant re la tions pro grams, our suc -
cesses, our eth ics.  We grew, we cared,
we learned, we pros pered.  Life was
good. I was able to sup port my
children, and buy a home.

Then in the 1990’s com mer cial real
es tate val ues de clined, and es sen tially
drove the smaller de vel op ers out of the 
busi ness. The sur vi vors were the big
money com pa nies, I call them Cor po -
rate Amer ica. They took over our de -
vel op ment, and it was n’t the same
anymore.  

I went to an other com pany for 3
years, and of course that was n’t the
same ei ther. Then I was of fered a po si -
tion as Vice Pres i dent of a Prop erty

Man age -
ment
Di vi sion 
for a
Real Es -
tate De vel op ment com pany in Santa
Barbara. I thought maybe a to tal
change of scene would be re fresh ing,
and it was for awhile. Three years later 
the com pany ex pe ri enced a ma jor fi -
nan cial loss in one of its other di vi -
sions, and to sur vive they laid off the
heads of three di vi sions, me in cluded.
I re ceived a good sev er ance pack age,
and drove away with a big smile on
my face. It was the end of April, and I
was going to take the summer off!

I knew I did not want to go back
into “Cor po rate Amer ica.” I wanted a
small com pany en vi ron ment, with
good eth ics and val ues and friends. Or 
per haps I would go into my own con -
sult ing busi ness in the spe cial ized ar -
eas of com mer cial prop erty
man age ment. I did n’t really know.  

And in the mean time, while I was
mull ing things over, I trav eled and
was hav ing a great time. I went to It -
aly, to Maui (all alone!), to Lake Tahoe, 
on a cruise to Alaska, and to New
York. I dis cov ered I like to travel very
much! I took the rest of the year off.

And I dis cov ered VCPWN. Af ter
vis it ing once, I joined and found a lot
of sup port and en cour age ment from a
car ing group of pro fes sional women.
That was in May of 2002.
In late 2002, af ter much thought and
dis cus sion, I joined Troop Real Es tate.
I would start my own busi ness,
pro vid ing res i den tial real estate 
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From the President

T
his year prom ises to be an ex cit ing one – full of

sur prises and ac tiv i ties. There should be some -

thing to stir up ev ery one dur ing the course of the

year. Watch Fo cal Points and lis ten at the gen eral

meet ings for news of hap pen ings.  You might no tice some

small changes at the meet ings – see if you can catch some

and give us your feed back.

The Au gust meet ing will fea ture our ev ery-pop u lar net -

work ing event and si lent auc tion. What a great time to in -

vite friends to ex pe ri ence the ca ma ra de rie of VCPWN. 

Our website con tin ues to evolve and grow to meet the

chang ing needs of our or ga ni za tion and our tech nol -

ogy-savvy world.

 Our new Ex ec u tive Sec re tary,

Denise Law rence, is a wel come ad -

di tion to our “fam ily.” If you have -

n’t met her yet, in tro duce your self

at the next meeting.

 Your in volve ment is vi tal to the en ergy and the con ti -

nu ity of this won der ful or ga ni za tion. YOU are what at -

tracts new mem bers – keep it up!
Thanks! 
Shir ley Lorraine
Multi-tal ented momma 
Fash ion Co or di na tor and so much more!

slgumby@msn.com
www.weekenders.com/shirleyscloset
www.spencerlorraine.com

Between
the Lines

When I moved to
Ventura from Valencia
two years ago, I joined
VCPWN and the Ventura 
Cham ber with the hope

of de vel op ing new cli ents in my hand writ ing
anal y sis prac tice. As a dyed-in-the-wool in tro -
vert, it’s al ways been a chal lenge for me to go
into a group of strang ers and start talk ing. 

What I’ve learned from at tend ing VCPWN
meet ings is the im por tance of fo cusing more on 
de vel op ing re la tion ships,  which means gen u -
inely be ing more in ter ested in what oth ers have 
to say, rather than sim ply sell ing one’s ser vices.

This al lows other mem bers to get to know us 
over a pe riod of time, which helps them to feel
com fort able in re fer ring us to their cli ents and
friends. Let fel low mem bers know you by par -
tic i pat ing in Fo cal Points. Submit an ar ti cle
about your spe cialty, tak e out an ad ver tis -
ement, and/or con trib ute a Blow Your Horn
item.

The new Board is in place and al ready hard
at work. It’s our fond hope that our tre men dous 
spirit of co op er a tion and ca ma ra de rie rubs off
on all the mem bers and that to gether we con -
tinue to grow in our per sonal and busi ness
lives. Sheila Lowe, hand writ ing an a lyst/hand -
writ ing ex pert. sheila@sheilalowe.com 

VCPWN Wel comes
New Ex ec u tive
Secretary 

My name is Denise Law rence and I am
your Ex ec u tive Sec re tary for the 2006-2007 
board year. I am pleased to be a part of
your lives and look for ward to get ting to
know you and es tab lish ing new friend -

ships.
Most of my ca reer life has been in large cor po ra tions work ing as

an Ex ec u tive As sis tant. I re cently left that world and started my
own com pany (Scentillating Soy) mak ing and sell ing Nat u ral Soy
Can dles–“Do what you love and the money will fol low!”

My most suc cess ful roles and my fa vor ite roles are that of a wife, 
mother, step mother and
grand mother. I have been
mar ried to a won der ful man
named Jeffrey for just over 3
years. I have 2 grown chil -
dren of my own, a step son
and a 3 year old grand -
daugh ter. 

Thank you all for be ing so
kind and wel com ing me with 
such ex u ber ance.

Denise Lawrence
Scentillating Soy

denise@scentillatingsoy.com
“Friends don’t let friends

burn Par af fin!”

A quar terly pub li ca tion of
Ventura County Pro fes sional

Women’s Net work

EDITOR
Sheila Lowe . . .  . . .  658-0109

Sheila@sheilalowe.com

ADVERTISING
COORDINATOR

Su san McRae . . . . 805-798-1231
lips@ojai.net

MEETING REVIEWS
Carol Leish

mailto:slgumby@msn.com
http://www.weekenders.com/shirleyscloset
http://www.spencerlorraine.com
mailto:sheila@sheilalowe.com
mailto:denise@scentillatingsoy.com


The Im por tance of Hav ing
Healthy Bound aries

Meet ing Re view By Carol Leish

Why will some one never speak her mind at the din ner
ta ble, but she will go to the bank and go to the front of the
line? How does mod ern tech nol ogy af fect our bound aries?

Our June speaker, Dr. Deborah Mandel, an swered these
ques tions and fo cused on how we de velop healthy bound -
aries. She dis cussed how she was not raised with healthy
bound aries.  

“My par ents, who were both im mi grants, came to this
coun try from Po land and Es to nia,” She said. “They spoke
12 dif fer ent lan guages. None of them were the same. They
did not have healthy bound aries. Some times they were too
strict, and other times they were too loose.”

“Bound aries are a fluid mo tion that we are al ways mak -
ing de ci sions about,”ac cord ing to our speaker. When
Deborah asked the peo ple at her ta ble what the def i ni tion of 
bound aries is to them, one per son said that it meant, “too
re stric tive or lim ited.” An other per son said, “It’s your abil -
ity to say ‘no’ and set limits.”

Deborah noted that  there are phys i cal bound aries and
emo tional bound aries. Walls and cit ies are ex am ples of
phys i cal bound aries. “There is no def i ni tion of a bound ary
as be ing right or wrong. Bound aries have a huge flex i bil -
ity.” Emo tional bound aries dove tail phys i cal bound aries
deal with what our con cept of be ing a sep a rate in di vid ual
from each other is.

How we de velop healthy bound aries in our child hood
plus the cur rent con di tion of our lives can af fect bound -
aries, ac cord ing to Deborah. “If we are de prived of emo -
tional needs, such as not get ting enough at ten tion, or
aban don ment of a par ent, our bound aries will be af fected.”
She said that so ci ety rais ing girls not to say “no” causes
guilt for women when they do say “no.”

Tech nol ogy also af fects bound aries by mak ing our lives
eas ier. “We can get con sumed,” said Deborah. Her own life
re quires struc ture, since she has a re la tion ship, a child and
lots of email. “With out bound aries, burn out hap pens. We
could ex pe ri ence prob lems with eat ing, have sleep de pri va -
tion and/or self-es teem is sues. We don’t re al ize what our
choices really are.”

Re mem ber that the pos i tive part about hav ing bound -
aries is “ac count abil ity, bal ance and choice,” ac cord ing to
Deborah.  “Thus, be ing able to set and have healthy bound -
aries, we main tain ac count abil ity, bal ance and choice in our 
lives.”
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EVENTS Call to make res er va tions: 656-6011

Zoe Taylor

July Meet ing
One of Ventura County’s best

fe male role mod els is Zoe Tay lor,
Pres i dent and CEO of the Ventura
Cham ber of Com merce. Zoe has
spo ken to  di verse au di ences on a
wide va ri ety of top i cal is sues over
the course of her ca reer, but at the
July meet ing she’ll be shar ing her
own story with us. 

Zoe will share her back ground,
choices that she’s made and how
they’ve shaped her ca reer, and
she’ll also dis cuss  the role of
Ventura’s Cham ber of Com merce
and why it’s no lon ger the “Cham -
ber of Con crete.”

Au gust Meet ing
Come pre pared with your

twenty-sec ond com mer cial to ad -
ver tise your busi ness. Prizes will
be awarded for the best com mer -
cial, so be as cre ative as you can.
Funny is good! 

The Si lent Auc tion needs your
con tri bu tions and your pur chases.
Con tact Spe cial Events Co or di na -
tor Marlene Hunau-Herman at
(805) 485-7573 if you have an item
you would like to of fer for sale. 

The pro ceeds help VCPWN to
con tinue as the best women’s net -
work ing or ga ni za tion in Ventura
County.

Your chances are better
than 50-50

Over the past year, we’ve been of fer ing an “op por tu -
nity draw ing” at each meet ing. You have an op por tu -
nity to pur chase 5 tick ets for $5 or $25 for your height.
At the June meet ing, Maura Raffensperger was the
lucky win ner of $97.00! 

Maybe you will be the win ner at the next meet ing.



Please support our sponsors!
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When you really need to know . . . Sheila Lowe, FACFE, CG

Handwriting Examiner

HandwritingHandwriting

HandwritingHandwriting
HandwritingHandwriting

HandwritingHandwriting

HandwritingHandwriting
Learn what motivates you

Work with your strengths

Overcome deficiencies

Understand loved ones 

(805) 658-0109 

www.sheilalowe.com

NEW ADVERTISING RATES

Busi ness Card Size:: $25 per is sue or $75/4
is sues

Quar ter-Page: $65 per is sue

“Un clas si fied” Ads: $15 - up to 20 words

Insert (8 ½” x 11”): $50 per is sue 
All ads sub ject to ed i tor ap proval and are due by the

10th of the month pre ced ing pub li ca tion (e.g., Sep tem -
ber 10 for Oc to ber-De cem ber is sue). Make checks pay -
able to VCPWN or use credit card. Now you can book
your ad and re new di rectly on the VCPWN web site!

for information:: Susan McRae (805) 659-5580
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(Carol Powell profile, cont.) 
ser vices, un der the um brella of a first class real es tate com pany. Troop
would pro vide the of fice and sup port, I would bring the li cense and
ex pe ri ence, and my eth ics and val ues. It’s been a good fit.  

Troop is the larg est in de pend ent real es tate com pany in Ventura
County, start ing in Simi Val ley in 1987. I like that it is owned and op er ated 
by one per son, Brian Troop, who has great vi sion and in teg rity. He’s right
there with the agents; he at tends all the weekly sales meet ings at the 12
dif fer ent of fices through out the county. Al though dif fer ent, there are sim i -
lar i ties be tween Troop and the de vel oper I worked for. Vi sion, in teg rity,
and ethics, which are so important.

So I’m happy in my work. I have cli ents that have be come spe cial
friends and we ap pre ci ate each other. I’m happy with my fam ily re la tion -
ships and my won der ful grand chil dren. 

I still love to travel, and set a goal to take a min i mum of three nice trips
a year, tak ing ad van tage of the good deals out there. A side ben e fit of be -
ing a trav eler is that I need to keep my self healthy and strong so I can walk 
long dis tances and carry a suit case! So I need to keep up reg u lar ac tive
beach walks and pilates ex er cises, and eat healthy. God works all things
to gether for the good of all. I am open to meet ing Mr. Won der ful if any one 
knows him! I love referrals! Ha! carolleepowell@msn.com

Wel come New Mem ber
Kathy Mc Coy

I started my scarf knit ting store on
eBay as a re sult of pro gres sively
wors en ing ar thri tis in my knees. That
sounds funny, but it means I have to
sit a lot and since I can’t sit for long
with out keep ing my hands busy with
some thing, I took up cro chet again. I
love mak ing scarves, they are quick
and in stantly grat i fy ing. The newer
yarns are fuzzy and soft, wild and
care free. This past De cem ber I had my 
right knee joint re place ment sur gery
and plan on get ting the left one done
this next De cem ber. How nice it is to
be able to walk again with out the
pain, at least on one side…

kmccoy93010@yahoo.com

Spirit of Net work ing
Award, 2006 

Each year we honor a VCPWN mem ber who has been
se lected by the mem ber ship as the 2006 Spirit of Net work -
ing. This award is given to 
a VCPWN mem ber who
has shown ex em plary sup -
port and pro mo tion for the 
goals of this or ga ni za tion.

Our 2006 honoree joins
a host of out stand ing
women who, as re cip i ents
of this award in prior
years, are rec og nized and
cel e brated for the sup port
and tire less ef forts they
have shown on be half of
VCPWN.

First let us speak of this
group. The tra di tion be gan 
in 1984-85 with the rec og -
ni tion of our very first
Spirit of Net work ing
awardee, Kitty Dill. Those
past win ners who were
able to at tend the meet ing
were called to the stage to
re ceive a cor sage.

And now, here are
some com ments that were

sub mit ted about this year’s win ner.
“She is al ways so gra cious and friendly, al ways will -

ing to give of her time and help in any way she can”.
“She has been great for busi ness and a true friend”.
“Be cause she is the BEST”.
“She is ex cel lent at teach ing re la tion ship skills”
“She has been part of my per sonal sup port team even 

be fore I be came a mem ber of VCPWN. She taught me
how to or ga nize and eval u -
ate my ac cu mu la tion of pa -
pers and keep sakes, and
this has helped me to gain
space and time for more
de sir able ac tiv i ties. She has
been con sis tently pa tient
with my re pet i tive ques -
tions and mix-ups. When I
told her of my wishes and
am bi tions she en cour aged
me to join this group and
has helped me gain con fi -
dence as a new mem ber.”

“She has been cease less
in her sup port of VCPWN.
Be yond her work with the
Board, she truly be lieves
and shows her ded i ca tion
to VCPWN in all that she
does”

Please join us in con grat -
u lating the 2005-2006 Spirit 
of Net work ing, Maura
Raffensperger.

Shirley Lorraine presents Maura Raffensperger with the Spirit of

Networking Award and a bouquet of roses.

mailto:carolleepowell@msn.com
mailto:kmccoy93010@yahoo.com
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Mem o ries – Mem o ries –
Mem o ries

A Nav i ga tor’s per spec tive by Char lotte W. Gesling
My per sonal ex pe ri ence in VCPWN has been awe some.

At the time I came to the net work I had just started my own 
busi ness as an In de pend ent Con trac tor in the Travel and
Cruise in dus try. I knew my busi ness, but not
much about be ing my own boss, so I learned to 
take care of my busi ness by osmosis—I
watched, looked and lis tened to many busi -
ness women. It was the first time in my life
that I had con tact with such a fas ci nat ing, en er -
getic, pos i tive group of women. The “en ergy”
still grabs me at every meeting I attend.

Af ter I had been in volved in the Net work
for a while, I de cided to join a com mit tee. I
found that this was a great way to meet other
mem bers and to work to gether to get things
done. One of the first ex pe ri ences that I en joyed was be ing
on the Fo cal Points com mit tee. In those days, we did the
work of la bel ing, sort ing, putt ing post age on and mail ing
by hand. The com mit tee would get to gether at some one’s
of fice or home and we would all be talk ing while work ing.
It was fun. 

Then I was asked to be on the Spe cial Pro jects com mit tee. 
I found that com mit tee to be very in ter est ing and chal leng -
ing. My be ing in the travel in dus try was an as set and we
hosted some won der ful events. Af ter a few years, some one
de cided that I needed to be the Chair of that com mit tee.
Many Sat ur days were spent in a group hike to won der ful
places, with much bond ing go ing on in nat u ral set tings.
There were shop ping trips at the Gar ment Dis trict in Los

An geles, where we trav eled by bus and had a show-and-tell 
on the way back. There were also many suc cess ful trips to
the the ater and con cert halls. Ah yes, we all had fun and
made lasting friendships in the VCPWN family.

An other chal lenge put be fore me was the Mem ber ship
com mit tee, which I chaired sev eral times. I earned ev ery bit
of knowl edge that I needed in or der to have a suc cess ful
com mit tee that would work to gether in a har mo ni ous man -
ner. I ap plauded my pre de ces sor for pass ing on to me my

first com mit tee of trained and will ing vol un -
teers. We had a ban ner year that year–400 mem -
bers! Be ing a Mem ber-at-Large quite a few times
was a fast way to learn a lot about many com -
mit tee. 

Things change over the years, some for the
better, some for the worse, but thank good ness
for Tech nol ogy! It re ally does make things eas ier 
(if con fus ing at times). I won der how many
mem bers are read ing Fo cal Points on our web
site or print ing it out to read and save. I must
ad mit, I have quite a few is sues I’ve saved over
the years. Look ing through them re cently

brought back many won der ful and happy mem o ries of peo -
ple and events that have occurred within VCPWN.

One way a few of us re tain our friend ships and still have 
fun is through the Nav i ga tor’s group. Any one who has
been a con tin u ous mem ber of the net work for at least 15
years is wel come to join. The in for ma tion is listed on the
web site.

I feel that I’ve got ten my money’s worth in pro fes sional
and per sonal growth through ed u ca tion, mu tual sup port
and shar ing of re sources.  VCPWN’s 25th an ni ver sary cel e -
bra tion is com ing up shortly. Hope to see you all there.

Char lotte W. Gesling rep re sents Pre-Paid Le gal Ser vices
and Go Small Busi ness As so ci ates.

c.bosladycwg@verizon.net

Is Your Net-Work ing?
By Linda Mc Car thy, Ex ec u tive Di rec tor of Busi ness

Net work International
Mak ing con tacts that turn into re la tion ships is the foun -

da tion of a pros per ous word-of-mouth based busi ness.
Peo ple new to net work ing re peat edly ask me, “What can I 
do to meet more peo ple and make better con tacts at busi -
ness mix ers?” 

In an swer to this ques tion, let me share with you the
“Ten Com mand ments of Net work ing a Mixer,” taken
from the book “The World’s Best Known Mar ket ing Se cret”
by Dr. Ivan Misner, founder & CEO of Business Network
In ter na tional.

1. Have your net work ing tools with you at all times.
(i.e., busi ness cards, name badge, pen, etc.)

2. Set a goal for the num ber of peo ple you’ll meet.
3. Act like a host and not a guest.
4. Lis ten and ask ques tions.
5. Give a lead or re fer ral when ever pos si ble.

6. De scribe your prod uct or ser vice in 60 sec onds or
less.  (Hint:  this is not the place to close the deal!)

7. Ex change busi ness cards with the peo ple you meet.
8. Spend 10 min utes or less with each per son you meet.
9. Write com ments on the backs of the busi ness cards

you col lect.  (Es pe cially if you prom ised to fol low-up with 
them about any thing)

10. FOLLOW UP WITH THE PEOPLE YOU MEET. 
(This is the MOST im por tant step.  If you skip this you’ve
wasted your time.)

Net work ing is a learned skill.  Prac tice, prac tice, prac -
tice and watch how it changes your busi ness life.  Go for
it!

Busi ness Net work International is a struc tured and
pos i tive mar ket ing pro gram whose pri mary pur pose is to
ex change qual i fied busi ness re fer rals. It is the most suc -
cess ful or ga ni za tion of its type in North Amer ica to day,
with over 4300 chap ters in op er a tion in 29 coun tries. For
more in for ma tion on BNI, call Linda or Shawn Mc Car thy,
Ex ec u tive Di rec tors @ 805-850-0157 or check out
www.bni-venturacounty.com.

mailto:c.bosladycwg@verizon.net
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Blow Your Horn
� Laura Par sons will per form in “It’s Time for Twenty-Nine,”

the 29th An nual show put on by MacKinnon’s Dance Acad emy
of Oxnard.. Per for mances will be July 26th and 27th at the
Oxnard Per form ing Arts Cen ter. Laura’s group will tap dance
to “Sing, Sing, Sing,” which is quite an un der tak ing be cause
the song is 5 min utes long–a very long time to tap! 
The show fea tures stu dents from the Acad emy
per form ing Tap, Jazz, Bal let and Scot tish
High land.

� Shir ley Lorraine and Laura Par sons both at tended a

Stitcher’s Fes ti val in Las Ve gas in April.  While there, 
Shir ley won a week end stay at the Ri vi era Ho tel! (That 
Laura is one busy gal!). Congrats, Shirley!

� Congratulation Dr. Shu Ping Li! Shu Ping completed

her doctorate degree in Acupuncture and Oriental
medicine from Emperor’s College. Her training included
treating patients in the emergency room and acute rehab at
Good Samaritan Hospital. (See her ad on page 4.)

� Shawn and Linda Mc Car thy, Ex ec u tive Di rec tors of Busi ness
Net work Int’l (BNI) of Ventura County have taken their
busi ness to the next level by open ing up their new and larger
head quar ters. Af ter 6 years of run ning BNI from their home,
the more than 700 square foot of fice space will help them train, 
ser vice and main tain the 20 chap ters of Busi ness Net work Int’l
(BNI) in the County.

� Don Wil liams has passed the test and been sworn in!
He’s now an of fi cial no tary pub lic–have stamp, will
travel. 

� Carol Powell went on a Dan ube River Cruise in May. She 
flew to Bu da pest, Hun gary to be gin the 7 day cruise,
which ended in Nuremberg, Ger many–site of the cur rent
World Cup Soc cer tour na ment. The ship stopped along
the river at many quaint vil lages and cit ies, in clud ing
Vi enna. At the end of the cruise, Carol took a motorcoach 

to Prague in the Czech Re pub lic and stayed 3
nights be fore fly ing back home. In Carol’s
words, “It was a most en chant ing and
mem o ra ble ex pe ri ence. I want to go again!”

Carol made her travel ar range ments through a
VCPWN mem ber, Yolanda Bunes of Unique Travel.

� Sheila Lowe has had ar ti cles pub lished in sev eral
Bar mag a zines (that’s le gal, not drink ing), and

lec tured at the Ventura County Bar As so ci a tion on
what at tor neys need to know about hand writ ing ex perts.

She also took a trip to her home coun try, Great Brit ain,
where she met with sev eral cous ins who she’d been
cor re spond ing with through ge ne al ogy re search over the
Internet. A whole new branch of the family, overnight!

� We heard that Tessa Weeks and hus band Lynn took an
ex cit ing trip to New Zea land re cently, but Fo cal Points is
wait ing for a re port from her to hear how it all went. 

Do you have news you’d like to share with fel low
VCPWN’ers? Blow Your Horn items may be sent to the 
Ed i tor at sheila@sheilalowe.com. 

Recipients of the Spirit of Networking Award, past and present

mailto:sheila@sheilalowe.com.
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Proud and happy Maura and husband, Dave after
the Spirit of Networking award presentation.

Bulletin Board
� Thanks to all who supported

the Girls Wanna Have Fun
fundraiser brunch VCPWN
netted $2100!

� Are you in ter ested in car
pooling to VCPWN din ner

meet ings? Add your name and lo ca tion to the list on the
Net work ing ta ble.

� Have you had a prob lem down loading your copy of Fo cal
Points? Con tact our resident computer expert Alison
Balter with the ex act er ror mes sage you re ceived and she
will help you resolve the issue
alison@infotech-partners.com.

� We’re still look ing for a new logo. If you have any ideas
for de signs, contact President Shirley Lorraine:
slgumby@msn.com.

� If you have used the ser vices of an other mem ber, we in vite
you to share your ex pe ri ence. Email Carol Powell and let
her know who you’ve been do ing busi ness with during the
last couple of months: carolleepowell@msn.com

� Remember to bring your promotional materials to place
on the Networking table (and remember to remove them
when you leave!). 
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